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REVIEWS. 


capital punishment, and strongly in favor of the indeterminate 
sentence. Dr. Lydston is a very thorough-going materialist and 
also a man of strong convictions who has no hesitation in expressing 
them. Accordingly, as might be expected, he runs counter to many 
of the cherished beliefs and opinions of society. The style in which 
he expresses himself on such topics is at times somewhat florid, 
and occasionally almost offensive; but we can readily pardon the 
author when we consider what a really useful book he has produced. 
It should be read by every thoughtful citizen, and we are sure that 
even though he may differ from some of the author’s conclusions, 
he will nevertheless find much food for thought in the facts he 
presents. F. R. P. 


The Surgical Treatment of Bright’s Disease. By George 
M. Edebohls, A.M., M.D., LL.D., Professor of the Diseases of 
Women in the New York Post-graduate Medical School and 
Hospital; Consulting Surgeon to St. Francis’ Hospital, New York; 
Consulting Gynecologist to St. John’s Riverside Hospital, Yon¬ 
kers, N. Y., and to the Nyack Hospital, Nyack, N. Y., etc. New 
York: Frank F. Lisiecki, 1904. 

Probably none of the newer surgical fields has excited more 
general interest in the surgical and medical worlds than the treat¬ 
ment of Bright’s disease by operation, and, therefore, this volume 
is one which is sure to be eagerly read. The most prolific writer on 
this subject has been Edebohls. The present book is divided into 
two portions, the first consisting of 142 pages, being the various 
papers contributed by Edebohls; the latter portion, consisting of 
178 pages, is comprised of a minute report of 72 cases which the 
author had operated upon up to the end of the year 1903, and 
his conclusions regarding the results. The work covers the whole 
history of the operative treatment for acute and chronic Bright’s 
disease, and is most interesting and instructive. 

Edebohls is naturally more enthusiastic than other surgeons who 
have had less experience and a higher mortality, but, nevertheless, 
he shows great fairness, and does not make any rash claims for the 
operation of decapsulation. He says that the operation is still on 
trial and must be judged by the ultimate results; that sufficient time 
has not elapsed since the introduction of the procedure to enable 
us to give a final judgment. A review of the cases reported must 
impress the reader with the undoubted position this operation 
should hold in surgery. It has unquestionably saved lives when 
nothing else would, and probably it only remains for us to learn how 
complete and lasting the cure is and to select the proper cases for 
its employment. Of the 72 cases detailed, but 7 patients died as a 
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result of the operation. This mortality is strikingly low, when one 
considers that 16 of the cases reported were patients who were 
operated upon when death was imminent, due to the late stage of 
the disease. Seventeen of the cases are reported as cured, 20 as 
greatly improved, and none any the worse for the operation. . 

This is a book which we can heartily recommend, not only to 
every surgeon, but to every internist. J. H. G. 


A Treatise on Bright’s Disease and Diabetes, with Especial 
Reference to Pathology and Therapeutics. By James 
Tyson, M.D., Professor of Medicine in the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania; one of the Physicians to the Pennsylvania Hospital; 
Fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia; Member of 
the Association of American Physicians, etc. Second edition. 
Illustrated. Including a section on the Ocular Changes in Bright’s 
Disease and in Diabetes by George E. de Schweinitz, M.D., 
Professor of Ophthalmology in the University of Pennsylvania; 
Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital; Ophthalmol¬ 
ogist to the Orthopaedic Hospital and Infirmary for Nervous 
Diseases, etc. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1904. 

As stated in the preface, this is a new edition and not a new book, 
and while much of the matter from the former edition of 1881 has 
been retained, considerable new material has been added. Entire 
new sections on the optical changes in Bright’s disease and in 
diabetes mellitus by Professor de Schweinitz, and sections on acute 
interstitial nephritis and the dietetic treatment of nephritis are to be 
found. An introductory consideration of the histology and physiology 
of the kidney has been retained from the former edition, and very 
wisely, for this makes more clear the statement of the morbid con¬ 
ditions in the discussions of these in relation to the various forms of 
Bright’s disease. 

The illustrations and plates are of excellent workmanship, being 
far superior to most productions of this nature, and the work in the 
text is equally commendable. To each form of nephritis is devoted 
a separate section, and the features of each are treated at consider¬ 
able length. 

The section on the diet in nephritis is of especial interest, since 
there has been some little confusion and difference of opinion in 
regard to the measures advocated by various authorities. Professor 
Tyson’s views differ from some of the accepted opinions in two 
particulars mainly. In referring to permitting meat in the diet in 
nephritis, he states that many are of the opinion that white meat 
(poultry, game, etc.), is essentially different from the red or dark 



